Key Messages Regarding School Safety and Crisis Anniversaries
School psychologists are valuable and essential part of the school safety team. We are trained in prevention and positive school climate strategies, risk assessment, and intervention/counseling for students at risk of harmful behaviors. 
1. School safety is everyone's responsibility. 
a) Schools should engage students, parents and members of the community in school safety planning and ensure open and positive communication that encourages reporting of concerns.
b) Students need to feel ownership for the safety and well-being of themselves and their peers. They need multiple avenues for reporting a concern and guarantees of anonymity.
c) Outreach efforts should take meet the diverse cultural and language needs of the school community.

2. Create positive school climates. Welcoming, positive school environments and supporting students' social-emotional needs are critical to preventing school violence and identifying vulnerable students. 
a) Bullying prevention programs are essential, as we know students who are bullied can suffer from depression and anxiety that can lead to harmful behavior.
b) Programs like positive behavioral supports and prevention oriented school mental health services contribute to a positive school climate.
c) Adults should monitor hallways, doors, and remote areas of the school building and grounds.

d) Effective threat assessment procedures identify students at risk for harming themselves or others and provide immediate help to the at risk student. 
e) Trained school mental personnel, like school psychologists, can help ensure that services and interventions are evidence-based and appropriate to the learning environment.

3. Connect with students. Most students report feeling safe at school but every student needs to feel connected and valued. 
a) Every student should have at least one adult in the building whom they trust enough to go to when they have a problem. 

b) School staff can help personalize the school experience for all students and should identify and reach out to students who seem isolated.
c) Schools should have procedures in place to know who is on campus and if they belong there.

4. Schools must have comprehensive crisis plans and trained teams. Crisis response practices should be integrated into ongoing school safety, student support, and mental health services. 
a) Schools and community providers should collaborate on safety plans. 

b) Plans should include prevention, preparedness, response, and recovery and should be reviewed and practiced throughout the year.

c) Teams should be properly trained and include administrators, school mental health professionals like school psychologists, and school safety/security officers as well as community emergency responders. 
5. Effective school safety and crisis response efforts support learning. 
a) School safety measures should meet the specific needs of each school community. 

b) A prevention/early intervention orientation improves behavior, reduces discipline problems, and increases student and staff time devoted to learning.

c) Student support personnel, like school psychologists, can help teachers promote student resilience and coping skills, which support positive learning and development.
6. Prepare for crisis anniversaries. Although unlikely, the anniversary of a tragedy, like Columbine or Virginia Tech, can trigger increased risk behaviors.  
a) Schools should be aware of and prepared for a possible "anniversary affect" with regard to the upcoming 10th anniversary of Columbine.

b) The affects from the economic crisis (increased anxiety, stress, depression, etc) could put already vulnerable students at greater risk for feeling despondent or unable to cope.

c) The tragic school shooting in Germany could also serve as a trigger for copy cat behavior.

d) School staff should review safety procedures and student support services, assess student needs and identify students potentially at-risk, and communicate with students, staff, families and community members important messages school safety priorities and procedures.
For more information on school safety and crisis prevention, intervention and recovery, visit the National Association of School Psychologists at www.nasponline.org. 
