CURRICULUM VITAE
STEPHEN E. BROCK, PH.D.

California State University Sacramento
Department of Special Education, Rehabilitation, School Psychology & Deaf Studies
6000 J Street
Sacramento, CA 95819-6079
916-278-5919
brock@csus.edu

EDUCATION

B.S. University of Oregon June 1980 Psychology (with Honors)

M.S. San Jose State University June 1982 Psychology (School)

Ph.D. University of California, Davis December 1995  Education (Psychological Studies)

DISSERTATION:

The Reading Comprehension Abilities of Children with Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder
Directed by Jonathan Sandoval, Ph.D. (Chairperson); Carlton Spring, Ph.D.; & Penelope Krener Knapp, M.D.

ABSTRACT: This study compared the reading comprehension abilities of a group of 4th, 5th, and 6th grade children who were previously
diagnosed as having Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) to a group of carefully matched peers who did not have this disorder. To
focus specifically on the effect of ADHD on reading comprehension, variables known to affect this skill were controlled for or measured. It was
found that children with ADHD obtained lower reading comprehension test scores than did their peers in the Comparison group. Further, it was
found that greater ADHD symptom severity predicted lower reading comprehension test scores. Theoretical explanations for the ADHD group's
relative comprehension failures included difficulties with effortful processing, poor focused attention, and learned helplessness. It was concluded
that children with ADHD have special reading instructional needs. When compared to children without this disorder, children with ADHD will be
at a disadvantage when asked to read for new learning.
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