
Basic Courses for a DAT Responder

*all courses are FREE of cost*
Volunteer Orientation: 
We offer several orientations throughout our community for your convenience. Some communities vary in opportunities. At the orientation you will learn about the many and diverse volunteer opportunities at the American Red Cross of the National Capital Area.
Fulfilling Our Mission: Translating Compassion into Action

Introduces potential volunteers and members of other local agencies to the role of the Red Cross in the community's actions in preparing for, responding to and recovering from emergencies and disasters. The course will enable individual volunteers to translate their care and compassion for their community into action and provide information to other community agencies on Red Cross work and possible partnership in preparation for and response to a disaster.
Mass Care Overview:
This course provides an overview of the activities performed by the Mass Care group in support of a disaster relief operation and instructs you on how to develop a plan of action for involvement in Mass Care activities at your local Red Cross chapter. 
Client Casework: Providing Emergency Assistance:
Enables Red Cross paid and volunteer staff and representatives of other community agencies to meet the emergency needs of families on an individual basis following a disaster. The course is designed to help the participants develop the interviewing skills, knowledge, attitudes, and relationships necessary to meet the disaster-caused needs of individuals and families. 
Shelter Operations and Simulation:
This basic disaster course prepares workers and other agencies' staff to effectively and sensitively manage shelter operations as a team, to meet the needs of people displaced as a result of a disaster. Prerequisite: Fulfilling Our Mission: Translating Your Compassion into Community Action and Community Services Overview are required for DAT members.

DAT Orientation: 
At this point you have completed all your basic courses – congratulations! During your DAT Orientation you will receive an introduction to the specific office you will be working out of and the team leaders and members. During this time you will be photographed for your Red Cross ID badge and will also receive a DAT Handbook. 
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To sign up for classes go to www.redcrossnca.org. Click on the link to Register for a Class and go to Disaster Services Education 


